I   BECOME    AN   AMERICAN    NEWSPAPERMAN      I5>I
figure of the inquiring lamp-bearer was nothing but my own
disillusioned subconsciousness peering into the symbolic
edifice of public life to see if there were no corner where a
possibility of a successful public career might be hiding.
But I really think that I made quite a success of the review.
At that time the only periodical in Hungary systematically
occupied with the events and problems of world politics, it
had a fairly big circulation, for until then the country had
never been a factor in international affairs, a domain which
Vienna had always dealt with for Austria and Hungary
together. Fate, however, once more intervened; only a few
months later Bolshevism put an end to the bourgeois Press
and to my review with it.
At the end of 1918 our contact with the outside world,
especially with the countries of the 'Allied and Associated
Powers' had not yet been re-established. Hungary had no
telegraphic connection further than Switzerland. The news
in our daily papers of what was going on in the former
enemy states was as scanty and unreliable as Western news
of us. In January 1919, a young, pleasant American, Frank
Taylor by name, arrived in Budapest and took rooms at the
Hotel Astoria. He represented the United Press, which was
co-operating with the Exchange Telegraph Company, the
English news-agency, and in France with the 'Agence
Radio' which in turn provided a great number of British
and French papers with news* The dispatches circulated by
the United Press consequently appeared in a very large part
of the world Press, including some 800 papers in North and
South America. Taylor was travelling through Europe, had
just come from Russia, and had been commissioned to
appoint local correspondents for the United Press in the
most important news-centres. Vienna, once the focus of
the Habsburg Empire, was of course a first-rate source of
news; Budapest, on the other hand, was a journalistic 'back-
water' for the world Press, especially the American, which
was so far distant* All the same, Taylor did not want to go